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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for December 8, 2009






	 Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	Robert S. Call, Chairman
	Kamlesh Dave

	George E. Broman, Vice Chairman                  
Fred Hadeed
	S. Lawrence Kocot

	Dianne Reynolds-Cane

	

	Mark Werner
	


Others in Attendance:

Amy Dilworth, Office of the Attorney General

James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant [via conference call]
Anne Pace, Administrator
K.C. Howell, Virginia Retirement System

Call to Order:


Chairman Dr. Robert S. Call called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting was held at the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association at 4200 Innslake Drive, Glen Allen, Virginia 23060.
Approval of Minutes:


Dr. Broman moved to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Hadeed seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  
Virginia Retirement System (VRS) Financial Reports


Kenneth C. Howell, CFA, Director of Global Equity for the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) attended the meeting.  Mr. Howell presented the VRS Finance Division Commonwealth Health Research Fund (CHRF) Activity Report through October 31, 2009.  The CHRF balance as of October 2009 was $24.7 million.   Mr. Howell stated that the VRS has a great long term strategy.  It has been a challenging time.  The state budget will be under a lot of pressure.  The General Assembly could defer making contributions to the [VRS] fund.  VRS funds amount to $46 billion.   Mr. Hadeed asked about Domestic Equity and kinds of investment instruments utilized.  Mr. Howell discussed credit strategies such as distress debt, bank loans and commercial mortgages.   Mr. Howell recommended that the Board continue to be conservative in determining percentage of market value for grant awards [the structure of the [CHRF] fund with its 5-year smoothed average helps in making these decisions].
CHRB Financial Reports

Grant Funding Available for FY 2010/2011 CHRB Grant Awards


Mrs. Pace distributed an Excel spreadsheet entitled, Outstanding CHRB Grant Expenses as of December 7, 2009.  This spreadsheet provides outstanding grant expenses for current year grant awards and funding obligations for years forward.  The spreadsheet also reflects the 5-year average market value amount of $28,666,532 provided by VRS.  This amount is the average market value of the prior five calendar years.  Mrs. Pace provided scenarios ranging from 3.3% to 6.0% and the respective grant funding available for grant awards for FY 2010/2011.

Mr. Hadeed stated that the 4% should be maintained as an endowment and that the maximum spend rate should be 4%.  Dr. Werner agreed but added that we don’t have to decide [the % calculation] today.  

FY 2009/2010 YTD CHRB Expenses [through November 30, 2009]

The FY 2009/2010 CHRB administrative budget amounts to $100,637.  The fiscal year 2009/2010 began on July 1, 2009 and ends on June 30, 2010.  Expenditures for FY 2009/2010 through November 30, 2009 amounted to $44,647.09, with the largest expense related to salaries, fiscal services and management services.  
FY 2010/2011 CHRB Grant Process 

Step One:  Concept Paper Submissions
Dr. Call moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (31) for the purpose of discussion or consideration of grant application records excluded from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hadeed.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Dr. Call moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Werner seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Dr. Reynolds-Cane made a motion that the following 22 concept papers be developed into a full proposal.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Pace will contact the following principal investigators regarding the request for a full proposal submission.  Mrs. Pace will also contact those principal investigators, that will not be requested to submit a full proposal submission, with review comments. 

	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	MBC
	The Role of Arf6 in Directing Intracellular Traffic in Breast Cancer
	Allison

	Radford
	Characterization of La Crosse virus receptors in mosquito tissues
	Anderson

	GMU
	Neuroprotection and Alzheimer's Disease:  Mapping the Induction of Nerve Growth Factor
	Couch

	EVMS
	Effects of Ultrafine Particles on Gene Expression and Function on Pancreatic Islets
	Dobrian

	VCU
	Functional drug targeting of the perivascular brain tumor stem cell niche in human gliomas
	Fillmore

	VCU
	Unraveling epigenetic mechanism in neural plasticity in adult mammalian brain
	Gao

	CHKD
	Treatment of Behavior Disorders among School-Aged Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
	Harrington

	UVA
	An Evaluation of Treatment with Anti-IgE Antibody (Omalizumab) to Improve the Asthmatic Response to an Experimental Infection with Rhinovirus
	Heymann

	UVA
	Interferon-inducible CXC Chemokines as Antimicrobial Agents Against Multi-Drug Resistant Gram-negative Bacterial Pathogens
	Hughes

	VJR
	The Virginia Joint Registry:  Step One in Building a national registry for hip and knee arthroplasty
	Jiranek

	UVA
	Molecularly-Targeted Suicide Gene Therapy for Metastatic Pancreatic Cancer
	Kelly

	VCU
	Evaluation of mitochondrial gene sequence variants as biomarkers of aminoglycoside-induced renal injury in newborn infants
	Kennedy

	EVMS
	Cellular and Physiological Mechanisms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
	Lonart

	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	VCU
	Effectiveness of Collaborative Medication Therapy Management in an Underserved Population
	Moczygemba

	VT
	The Medical Home as a Model for Optimum Primary Care in Virginia
	Mun

	VCU
	Molecular Characterization of Wolfram Syndrome
	Shiang

	VCU
	Generation of Mice Deficient in Vesicular Monoamine Transporter-1:  Potential Links to Schizophrenia
	Stewart

	EVMS
	Atomic force microscopy in sepsis research: a new look at bacterial membrane vesicles
	Sullivan

	GMU
	A Novel Vaccine Technology for the Biothreat Agent, Francisella
	Van Hoek

	UVA
	Effects of exercise intensity on postprandial glucose disposal and 

endothelial function in prediabetic adults
	Weltman

	UVA
	Genomic evaluation of Microbiota in the Upper Airways of Normal Adults During Experimental Rhinovirus Infection and in Patients with Chronic Sinusitis
	Winther

	GMU
	Identification and characterization of novel human T cell factors involved in HIV replication
	Wu


Progress of Ongoing CHRB Grant Awards

Mrs. Pace provided an update on ongoing CHRB Grant Awards and referred members to Tab 5 in their notebooks.  First interim report comments were reflected for those two-year grant awards that had previously submitted scientific interim reports.  Second interim reports will be due January 31, 2010 for grants initially awarded in July 2008.  First interim reports will be due March 31, 2010 for those grants recently awarded in July 2009.
	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	JMU
	Establishing complex auditory circuits:  Molecular mechanisms and functional implications for treating the hearing impaired
	Gabriele

	EVMS
	Targeting of CD16+ Monocytes in HIV NeuroAIDS
	Kim

	UVA
	Ultrasound-triggered release of rapamycin from microbubbles to treat in-stent restenosis


	Hossack

[Year 2]

	UVA
	Interaction of Host Chemokines with Pathogenic Bacteria:  A Novel Antimicrobial
	Hughes

[Year 2]



	JMU
	Development of Novel Diagnostics and Treatments for Ocular Diseases
	McKown

[Year 2]

	UVA
	Radiosensitization by Quantum Dot/Photofrin Conjugates
	Sheng

[Year 2]

	VMI
	Estrogen’s Role in Protecting the Cardiovascular System from Damage and Degenerative Diseases
	Turner

[Year 2]

	JMU
	Etiology of Gender Differences in Overuse Injuries:  The Interaction of Hormones, Ligament Laxity and Footwear
	Wunderlich

[Year 2]


Other Business to come before the Board:
Financial Disclosure Forms:  Mrs. Pace referred members to the financial disclosure forms included in their notebooks.  Members can complete the forms, sign and return to Mrs. Pace who will forward the completed forms to the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
Elimination of Board per diems:  Mrs. Pace referred members to Item 475.10 B., Central Appropriations of the 2009 Appropriations Act, which states that effective July 1, 2009, executive branch agencies shall not pay per diems to citizen members of boards or commissions.  Furthermore, the Department of Planning and Budget shall transfer $77,022 from agencies’ general fund [GF] appropriation to this Item to reflect this purpose.  Mrs. Pace explained that although the language applies to both GF and nongeneral fund [NGF], only GF will be taken.  Those NGF entities can retain the savings from not paying the per diems.
CHRB Database Development:  Mrs. Pace requested approval to take an ACCESS database development class in January 2009 to begin establishing a CHRB database.  The Board approved this action.

Approval of CHRB Policies and Procedures:  Mrs. Pace requested approval of the updated CHRB Policies and Procedures document which includes updated Conflict of Interest language.  Dr. Werner moved to approve the addition of the Conflict of Interest language to the CHRB Policies and Procedures, Dr. Broman second the motion and the Board approved this action.
Next meeting:


Dr. Call moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously be the Board.  The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 


The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at the Medical Society of Virginia in the second floor Board A.  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  At this meeting the Board will review recommendations for those full proposals submitted, as part of the 2010/2011 grant process, to be presented to the Board.
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