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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for May 1, 2007






	Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	George E. Broman                   
	Jan Burrus

	Robert S. Call

Kamlesh Dave
	

	S. Lawrence Kocot

Dianne Reynolds-Cane

	

	Mark Werner
	


Others in Attendance:

Amy Dilworth, Office of the Attorney General

James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant

Anne Pace, Administrator

Jason P. Rife, Virginia Commonwealth University

John Ryan, Virginia Commonwealth University

Carmen Sato-Bigbee, Virginia Commonwealth University

Laura Runyen-Janecky, University of Richmond

Joanna B. Goldberg, University of Virginia

William E. Cooke, The College of William and Mary

Deanne Shuman, Old Dominion University

Terrie Rife, James Madison University       

Yuntao Wu, George Mason University  

Geraldine Grant, George Mason University   

Xiaomin Mu, Eastern Virginia Medical School 

Andrei O. Zalensky, Eastern Virginia Medical School

Jorge L. Jacot, Eastern Virginia Medical School 

Dianne C. Daniel, Eastern Virginia Medical School     

Dongmin Liu, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Call to Order:


Chairman Kocot called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.  Mr. Kocot gave a brief overview of the instructions for presentations, questions and time limitations.

Funds Available for CHRB Grant Awards


CHRB grant funding is calculated by an amount not to exceed six percent of the moving average of the market value of the CHRF calculated over the previous five years or since inception, whichever is shorter; on a one-year delayed basis, net of any administrative fee assessed pursuant to subsection E of Section 51.1-124 of the Code of Virginia, may be expended in a calendar year for any purpose permitted by this chapter.   Heretofore, the Board has used 4% of the Average Market Value to calculate funds available for CHRB grant awards. Mrs. Pace provided the Board with various funding percentage scenarios ranging from 4% of the Average Market Value up to 6% of the Average Market Value.
VRS Investment of Commonwealth Health Research Funds


At the April 3, 2007 CHRB meeting, members heard from Virginia Retirement System (VRS) representatives regarding a new investment strategy for the Commonwealth Health Research Fund (CHRF).  VRS proposed legislation would allow the assets of the CHRF to be pooled with the $57 billion VRS investment fund which would allow the Board to take advantage of active managed investment strategies.  While future returns could not be guaranteed, the VRS expects funds to continue to provide greater returns over the long term.  


The Board continued the discussion of the VRS proposed legislative change and its impact on the CHRF.  Dr. Broman stated that we do not want to obligate this Board or future Boards to the new investment strategy.  Board members agreed that the CHRB can conditionally approve the new investment strategy pending a formal legal opinion from the Office of the Attorney General (OAG).  Mrs. Pace will work with Ms. Amy Dilworth, the OAG representative to the CHRB, on this issue.

	FY 2007/2008 Grant Awards

Approval to Continue Second Year of Two-Year Grants awarded in 2006 



Mrs. Pace and Dr. O’Donnell provided the Board with interim progress reports from five principal investigators that were awarded a two-year grant in July 2006.   FY 2007/2008 represents the second year of the two-year grant award.  Staff recommendations were made to the Board to approve second year funding for all five grant awards based upon satisfactory progress in the first year of their grant:  

	Submitting Institution/   Organization
	Grant Title
	Principal Investigator

	EVMS
	Characterization of Diabetic Neuropathy and Genetic Differences in African-Americans
	Parson

	UVA
	Evaluation of metabolic remodeling in the prevention of left ventricular hypertrophy with A1 adenosine receptors
	 Matherne

	EVMS
	Aspirin, Eggs and Pregnancy:  A New Method of Birth Control?
	 Duffy

	VCU
	Sex Hormone-Mediated Regulation of Kidney Transporters and Blood Pressure Control
	Masilamani

	VCU
	The role of the Oncogene Stat3 and Tumor Suppressor ZBP-89 in Tumor Metastasis
	 Zehner


 
Dr. Werner moved to approve continuation of funding for the five grant awards.  Dr. Dave seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and was passed unanimously.  
FY 2007/2008 CHRB Grant Process 

Step Three:  Presentation of Full Proposal to the Board on May 1, 2007 (7 interviews)

Mr. Kocot moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (31) for the purpose of discussion or consideration of grant application records excluded from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Broman.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Mr. Kocot moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Dave seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Approval of Minutes: 

Mr. Kocot moved to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2007 meeting.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  

CHRB Personnel Discussion

Mr. Kocot moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (1) for the purpose of discussing the salary and performance of scientific consultant and administrator to the CHRB.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Dave.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


§ 2.2-3711 (A)  (1) of the Code of Virginia.  Closed meetings authorized for certain limited purposes.  A.  Public bodies may hold closed meetings only for the following purposes:  1.  Discussion, consideration or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of specific public officers, appointees or employees of any public body; and evaluation of performance of departments or schools of public institutions of higher education where such evaluation will necessarily involve discussion of the performance of specific individuals.


Dr. Broman moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Werner seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

FY 2007/2008 CHRB Proposed Administrative Budget


Mrs. Pace asked the Board for approval of the proposed CHRB FY 2007/2008 Administrative Budget discussed in detail at the April 3, 2007 Board meeting.  The Board approved the FY 2007/2008 CHRB Administrative Budget to include the 3% salary increase, plus the corresponding increase in FICA, for the CHRB Administrator, an increase to $65 per hour for services provided by the scientific consultant to the CHRB, and $250 provided to Diana Jaegar, a consultant to the Board on federal indirect costs.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board agreed to award the CHRB Annual Report contract to Total Printing Inc.  Mrs. Pace will move forward in working with Total Printing Inc. on the FY 2007/2008 CHRB Annual Report.  

FY 2007/2008 CHRB Grant Process 

Step Three:  Presentation of Full Proposal to the Board on May 1, 2007 (8 interviews)

Mr. Kocot moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (31) for the purpose of discussion or consideration of grant application records excluded from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Broman.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Mr. Kocot moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Dave seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Grant Awards for FY 2007/2008
The following grant awards proposals were approved for funding for FY 2007/2008:

	Submitting Institution/   Organization
	Grant Title
	Principal Investigator

	EVMS
	MCM7 and MCM8 in the Control of DNA Replication in Ovarian Cancer
	Daniel

	VCU
	Arm/Rmt ribosomal methylation and antibiotic resistance
	Rife

	GMU
	The Role of KLF4 and FRZB1 proteins in the differentiation of chondrocytes for cartilage tissue engineering
	Grant

	EVMS
	Functional/Structural Capillary Rarefaction Associated with Pericyte Degeneration a Plausible Novel Mechanism in the Early Development of Diabetic-like Retinopathy
	Jacot

	JMU
	Understanding Transcriptional Changes of Nitric Oxide Synthase I Leading to Diabetes
	Rife

	UVA
	A novel vaccine approach to combat pathogenic bacteria:  a focus on the category B biothreat agents causing meliodiosis and glanders
	Goldberg

	VT
	Phytochemical genistein and pancreatic islet function
	Liu



Mrs. Pace stated that she will contact all principal investigators and the grant institutions regarding the outcome of the FY 2007/2008 CHRB grants process.

Next meeting:


Mr. Kocot moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously be the Board.


The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at the Science Museum of Virginia.  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  At this meeting the Board will review recommendations for those concept papers submitted, as part of the 2008/2009 grant process, to be developed into full proposals.


Please note that due to a conflict, the May 6, 2008 CHRB meeting has been rescheduled to May 13, 2008.
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